Davidsonis now without a seat

British sportscar star Anthony
Davidsonhaspromised to
continue chasinghis dream of
winningthe Le Mans 24 Hours,
despitelosinghisrace seat after
Peugeot pulled the plugon its
sportscar programme with
immediate effect.

The French automotive giantlast
week shocked the world of racing
by announcingthatitis
withdrawingits successful 908 HDi
machinesfrom competition this
year. Peugeot willnot take partin
this year’s Le Mans 24 Hours or in
the FIA's new World Endurance
Championship. The French firm
hascited both the ongoing
Europeandebt crisisand falling
road car salesasconcernsasthe
key reasonsfor its withdrawal.

Ex-F1racerDavidson, whohas
raced for Peugeot for thelast two
seasons, finished fourth inlast
year’s 24 Hours with the team and
was in contention to win the 2010
event beforeretiring with
mechanicalfailure. He also took
three Le Mans Series victories for
theteam, including the 2010
Sebring12Hours.

The 32-year-old said the news
cameasablow: “It wasterribleto
hear Peugeot had axed the
programmeand it’scomeatan
awful time,” Davidson told
Motorsport News. “We’d all heard
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rumoursover the winter thatthe
programme was shaky but we all
stayed positive.It’sacrushing
blow, notjust tomyself, but tothe
mechanics, theengineersand the
team personnel who have worked
sohard to puttogether one of the
mostformidable sportscar teams
inthe world.

“Ifeel incredibly sad forthe
fans whohave bought tickets to

eventslike Le Mansand Sebring.
They expected to see the classic
Audivs Peugeot duel and this
year they won’t get it.Ifear Le
Mansespecially may beabit of
ananti-climaxnow that Audi is
leftunopposed.

“It’sbad timingbecauseit’s very
closetothestartof theyearsoit’s
tough tomake plans.Sportscar
racingisstill a great placetobe

Le Mans will run
without 908s

because there’sstillalot of
manufacturer interest with Toyota
and Porsche both starting
programmes, soI'm goingtokeep
pushingforatopseat. My main
career goalistowinLe MansandI
think I've proven myself to be one
of thefastestdriversoutthere
duringmy time with Peugeot.I'm
givingup, so work startsnow to get
myself back onto the grid.”

: LeMans Series LMP1 champion

: team Rebellion Racing will contest
: thisyear’s World Endurance

: Championship. Ex-Aston Martin

. driver Harold Primat will drive for

: thesquadinthe new championship
. behind the wheel of a Toyota-
powered Lola. He will line-up

alongside Andrea Belicchi, Neel
Janiand Nicolas Prost... Formula
Renault 3.5 driver Kevin Korjus will
challenge for the title again this year with
Tech 1 Racing. The Estonian scored
three winsin his rookie season with the

* Vainiowill join Lotus thisyearfor

. hissecondtiltatthetitle. The

: formerTech 1racerscored a

: podiumfinish at Catalunya last

. yearand finished 15th overall. The
. teamhaswon both GP3titlesto

. date, with Esteban Gutierrezand

. Valtteri Bottas taking the crowns

. in2010and 2011... Kyleand Kurt

. Buschwill splitdriving dutiesina

. ful-time NASCAR Nationwide Series

. campaign this year. Kurt will step up to
: Nationwide this yearin his brother's

: team, Kyle Busch Motorsports, in

. Frenchsquadlastyear.He alsotook part :
: inthe F1 young driver testin Abu Dhabi
i withRenault... GP3 driver Aaro

place of a Camping World Truck bid.

The two drivers have 47 NASCAR
: Sprint Cup wins between them...

McNish to aid Starworks hid for Daytona glory

Starworks Motorsport boss Peter
Baron reckons the addition of
British star Allan McNish toits
Daytona 24 Hours team will give
thesquad aboost whenfighting
for victory this weekend.

Thetwo-time Le Mans winner
hasbeen drafted in by the outfit to
help challenge for the prototype
title, which waslast year won by
favourites Chip GanassiRacing.
McNish willrace inoneof the
team’s two Ford/Riley prototypes
inafive-manteam including
Scottishracer Ryan Dalziel and Le
Mansace Lucas Luhr.

Starworks will be one of 14
prototype teams going for victory
inthetwiceround the clock event
atthe DaytonaInternational
Speedway in Florida. Action
Expressand Michael Shank
Racingarealsoamongthe
favouritesfor the event.

“Wefelt, with our four current
drivers, wehad aline-up strong

enough to competeforawin,” said
Baron. “Youjustdonotpassonthe
opportunity toput Allan McNish
inthecar. Heisalegend. He brings
much morethanhisspeed—-he
elevatesthe other guys, gets the
otherseven more motivated and it
is greatto work with someone
with thatkind of history in sports
carracing.”

Testingat thetrack took place
this week and Chip Ganassi
Racingstar Scott Dixon sayshis
team’s consistency could be the
key towinningthe crown again in
thisyear’sevent.

“All of usontheteam are pretty
close with our times, so everyone
pulls their weight,” he said.
“Ourtimes aredown alittle bit
right now as welearn about the
new cars, but thisteam is
consistentand itdeals with
problemsreal good. It also helps
havingthe samedriverline-up
back sowe are confident.”

DAYTONA CONTENDERS

Chip Ganassi JoeyHand

CGar: BMW/Riley Scott Pruett
Graham Rahal
Memo Rojas

Chip Ganassi Scott Dixon

Car: BMW/Riley Dario Franchitti
Jamie McMurray

Juan Pablo Montoya

Michael Shank | Jorge Goncalvez
Racing Michael McDowell
Car: Ford/Riley Felipe Nasr
Gustavo Yacaman
Starworks Ryan Dalziel
Motorsport Lucas Luhr
Car: Ford/Riley Allan McNish
Alex Popow
Enzo Potolocchio
Top GT entries
Risi Gianmaria Bruni

Giancarlo Fisichella
Raphael Matos

Competizione
Car: Ferrari 458

NGT Nick Tandy

Car: Porsche 997 GT3 | Sean Edwards
Henrique Cisneros
Carlos Kauffmann

Rising star Bacheta to
battle for F2 success

British single-seater racer
Luciano Bacheta will make a
full assault on this year’s FIA
Formula Two Championship
following his participation in
selected events last year.

The 21-year-old contested
just four of the 16 rounds in
last year’s championship after
switching from GP3. His best
finish was a fifth place at
Monzain Italy.

The former Formula Renault
driver is set to contest a full
campaign in F2 this season and
says he is glad to have his plans
confirmed already.

“I’'mreally excited to be
driving in Formula Two this
season and to have it all
confirmed so early in the
year,” said Bacheta. “It’s great
to be running a full campaign
in F2. Last year I contested
four races and enjoyed every
one and was impressed with
the set up of F2.

“I would love to get my hands
on the Williams F1 test prize
but know the competition will
be tough.”

Bacheta has experience of F2
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‘The potential
of race circuits
Is great’

Arron was wowed by rally action at Brands Hatch

tmight not have the cachet of, say,
the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally,buta
dusty programme harbours fond
memories. The lan Harwood Stages
was a Chester Motor Club event held
on February 23 1980 at Oulton Park.
Itwas an exercise in lateral thought, aracing
circuit being used slightly differently but
wholly appropriately.

Oulton Park sometimes featured as a special
stage when Britain’s round of the World Rally
Championship plied its trade in England, Scotland
and Wales, rather than just the suburbs of Cardiff.
But it was used relatively little during the mainstream
motorsport season (14 car meetings and a handful
for bikes would be typical for the period) and hardly
atall outside. Compare that with the number of
events on the contemporary calendar, then factorin
track days, test sessions and so forth.

There was greater diversity back then, before the
age of one-make saturation, but significantly less
action. That's why the lan Harwood Stages was a
welcome supplement. In their programme notes,
the promoters celebrated a move “from the wild
wastes of Marchington Depot [a former military
barracks] to the civilised roads of Oulton Park”. Not
that civilised, though: my outstanding memory is
having to scramble smartly to avoid a Hillman Imp
that had strayed from the prescribed route.

The soundtrack hadn’'t much altered last weekend,
when lattended Chelmsford MC's single-venue
stage rally at Brands Hatch. Ford Escorts? Check.
Mini Clubman? Check. Hillman Imp — check, but
keep aclose eye on whereitgoes...

It was the first time in 25 years that I'd been to
Brands so early in the season. The previous such
occasion was a sprint that marked my debutin
licensed, competitive motorsport. Towards the
afternoon’s end, marshals on the Cooper Straight
were waving their arms in amanner that suggested
they'd like me to drive faster, because they were
borderline hypothermic and wanted to go home. |
was doing my best, but didn't want to push my luck
because a) the car belonged to afriend and b) it was
snowing.

There were no such problems last weekend. A
little fine-tuning had taken place since 2011's
inaugural event — timing beams had been shifted,
I'mtold, to minimise the risk of demolition —and it
might have been better if the stages were peppered
with afew loose surfaces, such as parts of the
adjacent rrallycross track, but the mostimportant
ingredients were slick organisation and adecent
crowd with commensurate atmosphere.

It's atale of tworallies separated by 32 years and
216 miles, but united by a common principle.
Racing circuits are wonderful things, but their
potential is greater still.
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